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CONFIDENTIAL ROME 20054 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MASS, SO, US 

SUBJECT: SOMALI PLEA FOR U.S. AID 

1 . PRESIDENT OF ITALIAN SENATE FANFANI ASKED ME TO COME TO HIS 
HOME DEC. 6 TO DISCUSS AN "IMPORTANT MATTER". HE GAVE NO INDI- 
CATION THAT THE TOPIC OF DISCUSSION WOULD BE OTHER THAN 
ITALIAN POLITICS. TO MY SURPRISE. HE HAD WAITING FOR ME HUSSEIN 
KULMIE AND ABDERAHMAN BARRE, VICE PRESIDENT AND FOREIGN MINISTER 
RESPECTIVELY OF SOMALIA. 

2. KULMIE AND BARRE, HAVING PREVIOUSLY VISITED THE UK, FRANCE 
AND THE FRG, HAD COME TO ROME ON THE SAME MISSION, TO SEEK 
MILITARY AND ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE. THEY WANTED ME TO CONVEY TO 
MY GOVERNMENT A CLEAR SOS. THE SITUATION WAS DESPERATE. SOMALIA 
URGENTLY NEEDED WEAPONS AND FINANCIAL AID, WITHOUT WHICH IT WOULD 
BE OVERRUN BY ETHIOPIAN FORCES SUPPORTED BY RUSSIA AND CUBA. 

IN THEIR EUROPEAN QUEST THEY HAD FOUND SYMPATHY BUT NO WILLINGNESS 
TO PROVIDE MATERIAL SUPPORT, UNLESS THE US ALSO PARTICIPATED. 

A POSITIVE RESPONSE FROM THE US WAS IMPERATIVE, THEY EMPAHSIZED. 

NOT ONLY BECAUSE IT WAS A PRECONDITION OF EUROPEAN ASSISTANCE, 

BUT BECAUSE ONLY THE US COULD SUPPLY THE SOPHISTICATED WEAPONS 
REQUIRED TO COMBAT THE KIND OF EQUIPMENT PROVIDED TO THE ETHIOPIANS 
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BY THE SOVIET UNION. 

WITH SOME BITTERNESS, THE SOMALIS ASSERTED THAT THE FAILURE 
OF THE US TO ACT WOULD MEAN SOVIET CONTROL OF THE HORN AND 
OF ACCESS TO THE RED SEA. AS AN ACT OF REVENGE, THE USSR 
PLANNED TO SPLIT SOMALIA AND TAKE OVER THE PORT OF BERBERA. 

SUCH A DENOUEMENT WOULD BE HIGHLY DAMAGING TO US CREDIBILITY 
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IN AFRICA. 

4. ACCORDING TO KULMIE AND BARRE, MINISTER OF MINES AND INDUSTRY 
KASSIM IS NOW IN WASHINGTON TO PLEAD AGAIN THE SOMALI CASE. 

5. 1 AGREED ONLY TO CONVEY THEIR VIEWS TO WASHINGTON.GARDNER 
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